Board of Health Minutes
February 17, 2026


The meeting opened at 7:00 pm with Ms Amodei, Ms Moeller and Mr. Parkin present.  Ms Pontbriand, our Nashoba Agent also attended.

The Board reviewed the minutes of November 17th and approved them as written.

Ms Amodei closed the meeting and opened a hearing requested by Dunstable Gas and Convenience, Inc. at 238 Pleasant Street.  

Present at the hearing were owners Jay Parikh and Ami Parikh and a representative from the Tobacco Control Alliance. 

The Tobacco Agent began by stating that the owners of the Dunstable Gas and Convenience store requested a hearing regarding the violation that occurred at their establishment on December 20, 2025, when an inspection was conducted in Dunstable at which time a clerk at the establishment sold a Tobacco product to a youth inspector. This compliance check youth sale is a violation or the State Law entitled ' 'An Act to Modernize Tobacco Control" and 105 CMR 665.000.

Mr. Parikh acknowledged the mistake the clerk had made.  He said all his employees are trained to remember to ask for identification.  Unfortunately, in this particular case he did not and its unfortunate.  

The Board agreed with Parikh but they felt that as the owner, it was his responsibility for the employee’s actions and found him and his establishment accountable for the sale.  

For the first violation in a thirty-six (36) month period of “An Act to Modernize Tobacco Control “and 105 CMR 665.000, the penalty is $1,000 and a Dunstable Tobacco Permit suspension OF (3) three days.  

Since the first violation on December 20, 2025, there has been a second violation of the Tobacco code on February 7, 2026, which will be dealt with at another hearing.  

The establishment’s Tobacco License will be suspended for three days starting on Friday, February 20, 2026 through Sunday, February 22, 2026.  All tobacco/vape products will be completely covered up or removed from the clerk and public’s view.  You must pay the fine of $1,000.00 within 3 business days of receipt of a written order from the Board of Health Tobacco Control Alliance.

The hearing was closed and the meeting reopened.

31 Lower Dam Way

Ms. Pontbriand told the Board that three letters have been sent to the owners of the above property in a 12-month period ordering them to repair a failing septic system.  The owners also appeared before the Board and they also ordered him to do the same.  As of February 17, 2026, nothing has been done so Ms. Pontbriand asked the Board to approve her request to refer the matter to Town Counsel for further action. The Board unanimously voted to approve her request.

Trash & Recycling Contract

Ms. Ferrari reminded the Board that due to budget cuts for the next fiscal year, the Town Administrator removed our line item for payment for the Household Hazardous Waste Collection and suggested that we take the money from the Trash & Recycling subscribers revolving account to fund the event. Also, the new charge for the new year for overflow bags to Shaw’s will be $3.00 each instead of the $2.75 this year so they might want to think about increasing the price of the bags.  

The Board was not in agreement with the Town Administrator’s handling of our budget and discussed going to Finance Committee to discuss it further.  

They also suggested to Ms. Ferrari to call Devens to ask about their regional program for disposal.  Another option was to charge each resident disposal fees based on what they bring to the event.  Discussion will continue on this soon.  



Other Business

Ms. Ferrari told the Board that her time had come to retire from her position as Administrative Asst effective on or before April 30th.  She said she is willing to stay and train another person and will always be available for questions.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.

























